

























































































































































































































































































CHAPTER THREE HE PHOEN X°C

ons are deeply honored by its existence. She claims that
she can hear her ancestors’ voices more clearly when she
meditates upon their shrines, and that their guidance has
been of great value during her time as ruler of the Phoe-
nix Clan. Tsukimi believes that making the spirits more
comfortable within their temple is the least she can do to
repay their guidance.

Nikku’s Shrine and Prophet Plain

The tale of the prophet Uikku is a tragic one. He was
discovered as a small child, wandering lost on the Phoe-
nix Plains. After taking him to shelter, the peasants were
startled to see his green-gold eyes and hear his strange,
resonant voice. They immediately sent for the Isawa, who
were equally astounded. Though the strange boy was
barely aware of his own surroundings, he could quote
entire sections of the Tao from memory.

Even for a shugenja, such an accomplishment would
have been astounding for the Tao was not well known in
that time. For a peasant, it was simply impossible. The
Isawa declared the boy a “serene prophet” and brought
him to Kyuden Isawa where his wisdom could be nur-
tured and protected. In time, he was

given the Isawa name.

Over time, however, the boy’s unusual mental condi-
tion also grew worse. He fell into fits and spasms. Where
once he spoke only of Shinsei’s blessings, he now uttered
dark ramblings about the future. The Isawa transcribed
his words carefully. Some of his prophecies outlined a
course of events that led to the destruction of all Rokugan
— known collectively as the Eight Dooms. The prophet
died shortly after the Eighth Doom was recorded.

To commemorate the serene prophet’s wisdom (and
perhaps to appease the dark spirits that drove the boy
mad) the Phoenix constructed a shrine to his memory on
Yogensha Heigen — the Prophet Plain.

A small order of Shiba Bushi known as the Defend-
ers of Uikku once dedicated themselves to preventing the
Eight Dooms. Most of the order, tragically, died on the
Day of Thunder. Of the handful that remained, several
retired to Yogensha Heigen to serve as an honor guard for
the serene prophet’s memorial. A band of Asako monks
accompanied them and helped them build a monastery
there. Their only visitors were the rare pilgrim or a rare
Shiba bushi eager to learn the brotherhood’s unconven-
tional techniques.
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